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Excellencies,  
delegates,  
colleagues,  
friends,  
good morning.  
 

I am very honored, on behalf od the United Nations Development 

Programme,  to welcome all of you to the Regional Review Conference on the 

Geneva Declaration on Armed Violence and Development for the Asia-Pacific 

region.   

Welcome to Manila! 

I wish to acknowledge the presence here today of representatives from 

national governments, civil society organizations, international and regional 

organizations, UN agencies, academia, and the private sector. Your presence in 

this important gathering, here in Manila, is a strong affirmation of everyone’s 

continuing commitment to the ideal of the Geneva Declaration – to end armed 

violence.  

Let me commend Switzerland, especially, for demonstrating political 

leadership and continued commitment to the agenda for the prevention of armed 

violence. 
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I warmly thank the Philippine government for hosting this regional review. 

Thank you to the Office of the President for its leadership in making this meeting 

possible and to the Philippines Department of Foreign Affairs for its central role in 

organizing this event. Another great event hosted – like so many others—by the 

Philippines Government. 

Last but not least, let me not forget the Geneva Declaration Secretariat for 

all the preparatory work in mounting this regional review, and our partner, the 

Miriam College Centre for Peace Education, for its very active role in organizing 

this regional event.   

Ladies and Gentlemen 

The Geneva Declaration on Armed Violence and Development is a powerful 

political statement.  When forty-two member states initially signed the 

declaration in 2006, we acknowledged that armed violence and conflict impede 

the realization of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). That conflict is a 

major impediment to development.  That conflict prevention and resolution, good 

governance, respect for human rights and violence reduction are  indeed, must 

be-- imperatives in reducing poverty, promoting economic growth and improving 

people’s lives.   

Through the Declaration, the international community committed to work 

individually and collectively to uphold these imperatives, and to strive to achieve, 

by 2015, measurable reductions in the global burden of armed violence.   

We also said that we would work together, in collaboration with civil 

society, to promote among others, peacebuilding and respect for human rights; to 
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stem the proliferation of small arms and light weapons, and to promote the 

peaceful resolution of conflicts.   

Recognizing that armed violence affects women and men differently, we 

committed to support a comprehensive approach to armed violence prevention, 

including by adhering to the provisions of UNSC resolutions 1325 and 1612 to 

ensure the protection of women’s and children’s rights and welfare during armed 

conflict. 

Where do we stand today on these commitments? 

Our Manila meeting is a follow-up to the 20011 2nd Ministerial Review 

Conference on Armed Violence and Development, when states met to take stock, 

review progress, identify remaining challenges and accelerate measures that have 

an impact on the ground.   

We confirmed there and then, our collective commitment to work actively 

on reducing and preventing armed violence for the benefit of development.   

Today, we face the same challenges, if not in more enormous terms: armed 

violence continues to jeopardize development and to hamper economic growth. 

The arms trade continues to thrive.  Alarming levels of armed violence continue 

to threaten individual lives, the future of minority populations and entire nations, 

and indeed the prospects of a peaceful and secure future for ourselves and future 

generations.  

 

And yet, the development prospects in the Asia-Pacific region are so bright. 

The region has exhibited a most promising potential for inclusive and sustainable 
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growth in recent years. According to the World Bank, the Asia-Pacific is the 

world’s most dynamic economic region, contributing almost 40% of global growth 

in 2012.  Nearly all poverty reduction achieved globally over the past years has 

been achieved here in the Asia Pacific region. 

Based on current trends, the International Monetary Fund estimates that 

the Asia-Pacific economy will be larger than that of the United States and 

European Union by 2030.  The WTO Director-General has been quoted as saying 

that the Asia-Pacific has become the world’s most integrated trading region. But, 

this economic dynamism must be seen from the prism of inclusive development: 

growing inequalities may lead to conflicts and armed violence.  Indeed a major 

challenge for the region! 

 

Returning to the subject of conflict and violence: the primary security 

concern facing the states of the Asia-Pacific region is not that of conventional 

inter-state rivalries but rather internal conflict and unrest—82% of the conflicts 

fought in the region since 1946 were internal while only 13.5% were fought 

between two or more states.  

 

Southeast Asian governments have for decades faced significant internal 

security challenges from armed insurrections, based on either ideological 

difference or ethnic or religious particularism amidst a common history of poverty 

and colonialism.  
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According to a paper produced by UNDP in 2008 on the causes, costs and 

consequences of armed violence in the region, Asia has the highest incidence of 

armed conflicts in the world, many of which have lasted for long periods of time.   

Still, the peaceful resolution of armed conflict has been pursued in the face 

of intractable conflicts in the Asia-Pacific region. Nepal, Aceh, and more recently 

the Philippines have concluded peace agreements to settle long-standing 

conflicts, even as other countries in the region continue to pursue internal peace 

processes.  

Yet, peacebuilding and the reduction of armed violence is an immense 

challenge for the region, given an evolving regional and global security context 

that requires multidimensional responses. (It should be noted here that the Asia-

Pacific Region is home to five of the eight states recognized as being in possession 

of nuclear weapons, three of the world’s top six defense budgets, and six of the 

world’s largest militaries). 

I am certain that these and related data will inform your discussions today 

and tomorrow.  

But equally important will be the sharing of your own experiences in 

peacebuilding and armed violence reduction, from which every participant in this 

meeting can learn.   

During your discussions, please bear in mind that while we need to 

continuously address armed violence, we must simultaneously strengthen the 

drivers of peace which are at the core of any sustainable development strategy.  

We can create peaceful and resilient societies by ensuring fair, responsive 

and accountable governance; equality and social cohesion, equitable access to 
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services, resources and economic opportunities for social groups, and by pursuing 

peace by the ways of peace, i.e. through inclusive institutions and peaceful 

dialogue.  Only by pursuing these essentials of peace and human security can 

development be truly sustainable. 

Sustainable development is central to UNDP’s mission, and this is clearly 

articulated in our commitment to move closer to the achievement of the MDGs 

and to the reduction of extreme poverty by half by 2015, the same deadline we 

have set in the Geneva Declaration to achieve measurable reductions in armed 

violence.   

These two overarching objectives are intricately linked (no development 

without peace; no peace without development) and are the critical elements for 

sustainable development to take place.  

Thus, for our future generations to experience sustainable peace and 

security, we envision our peace and human security strategies to be solidly 

embedded in the post-MDG ‘sustainable development’ framework. 

Ladies and gentlemen 

This meeting provides a unique opportunity for all of us to strengthen 

partnerships, renew commitments and to move together towards the reduction 

of armed violence.  

Let me end by reaffirming UNDP’s unwavering commitment to reduction of 

armed violence while continuing to enable the conditions for sustainable 

development.  
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Thank you. 

 

 


